
AUTUMN LECTURE 2025

‘THE PARISH CHURCH PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY’ by CAMERON NEWHAM

Our Autumn lecture took place at Lenham Community Centre on Thursday 16th October 
with about 45 members present.  Cameron Newham, who has published a spectacular book 
on Country Church Monuments, told us about his project to photograph all the country 
churches of England and Wales.  So far, he has visited and photographed some 9,000, an 
extraordinary achievement.
 
Cameron spent his early years in Western Australia and came to England to work with 
computers but he soon devoted his spare tme to visitng our splendid legacy of parish 
churches. The quality of his photography is outstanding, as shown both in this lecture and in
the illustratons to his monuments book.

                

          Efgies from the tomb of Alice, Duchess of Sufolk at Ewelme, Oxfordshire



Some of his photographs are technically very innovatve, especially his full-length overhead 
shots of recumbent efgies on monuments. Combining his photography and computer skills,
he is able to photograph features not easily seen by the naked eye.  A good example is the 
tomb of Alice, Duchess of Sufolk (Chaucer’s granddaughter, who died in 1475) at Ewelme in 
Oxfordshire where he showed us her alabaster image in life on the tomb chest and as a 
carved cadaver behind a stone grill in the base of the tomb chest. Photographs of the two 
efgies are reproduced, with permission, above. 

Even more astonishing are photographs, reproduced below, of the devotonal paintngs on 
the underside of the Duchess’s tomb chest for the cadaver to watch in death. These cannot 
have been seen clearly by the human eye since they were painted untl Cameron was able to
photograph them with extraordinary technical ingenuity. 
 

Devotonal paintng from the tomb of Alice, Duchess of Sufolk at Ewelme, Oxfordshire

During an excellent tea, members enjoyed looking at copies of Cameron's book 'Country 
Church Monuments' and quite a few thought it would make an excellent Christmas present! 


