VISIT TO BISHOPSBOURNE, ADISHAM AND GOODNESTONE

A group of about 45 members saw three churches near Canterbury on the afternoon of 10
June, with tea in the village hall at Goodnestone. Unusually in such a fine summer, the
weather was mixed, with heavy rain later in the afternoon.

We began at St Mary, Bishopsbourne which is beautifully placed in the Nailbourne Valley
with few other buildings nearby, more like a chalk downland valley in Wiltshire or Dorset
than in Kent. The church is approached across a small green, cottages to the left, from which
the building rises impressively.

Bishopsbourne Church seen from the east

The building is mostly of the later 13t century — a broad chancel and nave with no structural
division between them and nave aisles still of their 13™ century narrowness. The nave was
shortened by one bay, as is evident inside, when the tower was built in the 1460s. There are
one-bay chancel chapels, one now occupied by the organ, the other formerly used by the
owners of Bourne Place, the handsome 18™ century house west of the village. The chancel
side windows have geometrical tracery, the east window has five cusped lights. The nave
windows are Perpendicular replacements.



Bishopsbourne: the interior looking south-east

The church was excellently restored by Scott in 1871: the attractive boarded wagon roofs are
his, not Kentish but they pull the airy interior together well.
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Bishopsbourne: east window and monument to Richard Hooker



There are wall-paintings in the nave depicting recognisable Biblical scenes and a very good
collection of stained glass of which the east window, by Lavers, Barraud and Westlake and
the west, by Burne-Jones and Morris, are outstanding. For those who like imported
continental glass, the window of the south chapel is worth a look. The tiling of the sanctuary
walls is by Powells and is very attractive. The church’s fittings are attractive but
unremarkable.

Richard Hooker, whose Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity famously defended the Elizabethan
settlement of the Church of England, was priest here in the 1590s and is commemorated by
a monument of 1633 in the chancel with a bust which depicts him as the learned divine that
he certainly was.

Our second visit was to Holy Innocents, Adisham, a fine cruciform building set slightly above
the village. Like most churches in east Kent, it is built of flint with Caen stone dressings.
There is a 12t century crossing tower, shortened in the restoration of 1871 to reduce its
weight and increase its stability. The four, unaisled, arms of the church were rebuilt wider,
and probably longer, in the 13™ century, producing an odd effect in which the side walls
meet outside the tower, not beneath its corners. This must be the cause of the instability
which affected the building until the 19t century. The chancel and north transept (which has

a west chapel) have lancet windows, the nave and south transept, rebuilt later, decorated
ones. There is an attractive timber north porch.

Adisham: crossing tower and south transept and the nave interior looking east



The interior, though large, is a disappointment, partly because of the late medieval attempts
to buttress the tower internally, which compartmentalise the church, and partly because of
the 21°t century reordering, which has raised the floor level of the nave and transepts but
not the chancel. Most of the furniture was removed at this time. The junction of the raised
floor with the chancel screen is especially painful.

The fittings — font, screens and medieval tiles — are notable. The piscina and sedilia in the
nave south wall suggest that there was an altar, or perhaps a chantry, here in the late
medieval period. The outstanding feature of the church is, however, the 13t century
wooden reredos, now in the south transept. This is thought to have come from Canterbury
Cathedral and is a remarkable survival. The 13™ century coffin slabs mentioned by John
Newman are unfortunately beneath the raised floor and are no longer visible.
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Adisham: medieval timber reredos from Canterbury



Lastly, we visited Holy Cross, Goodnestone (evidently pronounced “Gunston”). This is again
flint built and sits next to Goodnestone Park. The village was largely rebuilt by the Bridges
family in the 19%" century for their tenants and retainers and is very attractive.

Goodnestone: the exterior looking north-west



The nave and chancel of the church were rebuilt in the 13t century style in 1838-41 by the
architect RC Hussey. This might seem discouraging, given the rather dreary, pre-
archaeological appearance of so many churches of that date and Hussey’s own record as a
brutal restorer of some of Kent’s churches, notably Stockbury. But here he produced a
striking interior and noble interior, high and light. John Newman thought that Culworth
church in Northamptonshire was his model.

Goodnestone: interior looking east and brass to William Boys

The rest of the medieval church survived Hussey’s rebuilding. The tall and handsome tower
was built in the late 15 century, though its north arch survives from a Norman predecessor.
The spacious north aisle of the nave and north chapel are also medieval, the former with
lancet windows and therefore of the 13" century, the latter with Decorated ones from the
early 14" century. The aisle has a fine crown-post roof.

Most of the furnishings are Hussey’s. There Stuart Royal Arms. The glass of the north
chapel’s east window is a powerful design of 1899 by Sebastian Evans, depicting Pope
Gregory and the angels. There are some good brasses, especially that to William Boys which
has a small plate engraved with Trinity and also wall monuments, including one by Peter
Scheemakers and another attributed to Joshua Marshall.



